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Upgrading Adobe Photoshop 

Moving from CS2 to CS3 

 

Adobe has once again upgraded their Creative Suite family of products, including Adobe Photoshop.  The 

new version is CS3, so all the products within the suite are now CS3 versions.  In the case of Photoshop 

CS3, the equivalent version number is now Version 10.  

Upgrading is a pretty straight forward process since you can have multiple version of Photoshop 

installed on your computer; you can simply install the new version without any previous maintenance.  

The one caveat to this is that if you participated in the Photoshop CS3 Beta Release program you MUST 

Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƻǳǎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΦ  {ŜŜ άYƴƻǿƴ LǎǎǳŜǎέ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦ  

Before You Get Started 
Before you open the box and load the program you need to be aware of some significant system 

requirements.  First, aside from any space needed to operate the program, you need to have 1 GB of 

available hard-disk space just for the installation process.  For Mac users, you need 2 GB of hard-disk 

space. 

Although official system requirements indicate that only 512 MB of RAM is needed, I can assure you that 

the program will run much better on systems with 1 GB or more of memory.   

Adobe Photoshop CS3 does require activation prior to use so a internet connection is needed.   

Customize Your New Installation  
If you have taken advantage of the customizable features of Photoshop you may find that your new 

installation is missing some of your favorite tool presets, actions and preferences.  Before you uninstall 

your previous version be sure to save your customized options.    

Moving presets  
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŀōƭŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƪǘƻǇ ǎƻ 

ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛƭŜǎΦ   

 /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƪǘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘ ά/{о ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜέ 

 ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Řone, open your previous version of Photoshop (The description and images 

assume you are upgrading from CS2) 
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Presets 
Photoshop allows you to maintain your presets 

using the Preset Manager.  You may have 

presets for Brushes, Swatches, Gradients, Styles, 

Patterns, Contours, Custom Shapes and Tools. 

Yƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 

presets since they are included in the CS3 

installation.  But you do need to save any 

custom presets that you may have created or 

obtained from someone else. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿith Brushes.  

 Open the Preset Manager dialog by clicking on Edit > Preset Manager. 

 Select Brushes as the Preset Type: 

 Select any brushes that you added as a custom brush.  Remember to select multiple brushes you 

can use Ctrl + click or Shift + click.   

 /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ {ŀǾŜ {ŜǘΧ 

 Name your brush set and then save it in the folder that you created on your desktop. 

9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ όŜΦƎΦ .ǊǳǎƘŜǎΣ {ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΦύ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ repeat 

these steps for any preset type in which you have custom presets.  One of the most common is the Tools 

in which all your custom crops are stored. 

Actions  
!Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǎŀǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ 

to lose any of them.  Like presets, Photoshop installs with 

several sets of standard actionǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

save but you do need to save any custom actions you 

created or obtained from someone else.   

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ /{о 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘŜǎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜƭŀȅ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƭƛŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ   

Saving Actions on your Previous Version of Photoshop  

 Open the Actions Palette 

 Select an Action or Action Set that you would like to 

save 

 Open the Actions Palette fly out menu 

 {ŜƭŜŎǘ {ŀǾŜ !ŎǘƛƻƴǎΧ 

A Note about Actions 

Adobe Photoshop Actions are 

often Version Specific so actions 

written with previous versions of 

Photoshop may not work with 

CS3.  I have many CS2 Actions that 

have install and worked fine with 

CS3 but there have been known 

issues in the past.  This is 

especially true for actions that 

include text.  Be sure to test all 

your actions and update any that 

donΩt behave properly in CS3 
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 Name your action or action set and save it to the folder that you created on the desktop 

¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ {Ŝǘ ƻǊ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜΦ   

Installing Your Custom Features in CS3  
Now that youΩve got all your presets and actions saved itΩs time to install them in Photoshop CS3.  LetΩs 

start with your tool presets.  

Install Tool Presets 

When you open up PhotoShop CS3 you may notice that 

Adobe has updated the look of the workspace.  We have 

a slimmed down Tool Palette on the left ς Adobe now 

wants us to call it a Panel to be more consistent with 

their other Creative Suite applications ς and a new dock 

for collapsed palettes (Oops, ǘƘŀǘΩǎ panelsΧ) on the 

right.  One of these panel icons is for the Tool Preset 

Manager. 

 Click on the Tool Preset Manager icon to open 

the tool panel 

 Click on the fly out menu and select άLoad Tool Presetsέ 

 Select one of the Tool Preset files that you saved earlier. 

 Repeat these steps for every tool preset file that you want to install. 

Install Actions  

In the default workspace, the actions panel is collapsed in 

the dock.   

 Click on the Actions panel icon 

 On the Actions panel, click on the fly out menu 

button 

 Select άLoad ActionsΧέ  

 Select on of the action files that you saved earlier 

 Repeat these steps for every set of actions that 

you want to install.  

Updating Preferences 

Because many preferences are unique to a specific version, 

ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ 

install the new CS3 Version.  Although there are many 
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preference settings, pay special attention to the following; 

 Scratch Disks ς Be sure to identify the disks which ȅƻǳΩŘ like Photoshop to use as scratch disks. 

 Color Space ς To ensure that you maintain the best color quality possible, be sure to reset your 

preferred color space.  You can do this in Edit > Color Management 

 File Handling, Maximize Compatibility ς LǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ 

 

Plugins 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀƴȅ plug-ins that you want to continue using.   

Known Issues 
At the date of this writing there were several known issues when using Photoshop CS3.  These include; 

 You can not open RAW files by double clicking on the file from a VISTA OS folder.  To open RAW 

files you must launch Photoshop CS3 and open the RAW file from the file menu.  

 Photoshop CS3 does not provide thumbnail icons of .psd files through operating system folder 

windows.  You will need to use the Bridge to view .psd thumbnail files. 

 If you installed the Beta version of Photoshop CS3 you must uninstall the beta version before 

installing the release version.  This must be done using the uninstaller.  If you experience 

problems with the removal or installation process, you may need to use the Adobe CS3Clean 

Script.  For more details see the detailed TechNote on the  Adobe website at 

www.adobe.com/go/kb401056. 

 

http://www.adobe.com/go/kb401056

